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                                                                  CCN Meeting May 21, 2026
CCN officers present: Kay Patterson, Adam Nagler, Pat Brown, John Baynes, Harrison Greenlaw

The meeting was called to order by the president, Kay Patterson and the audience welcomed. 

Speakers
Councilman Peter Brown District #4
Councilman Brown emphasized the need for Columbia to continue to grow and attract visitors, new businesses and above all, provide an atmosphere that will encourage our young people to remain in Columbia and contribute to our growth and success. He encouraged all of us to remain aware of the progress and changes of our city and to become involved in Columbia’s growth and success in ways that emphasize our talents and concerns.

Bill Stangler, River Keepers of Columbia
The River Keepers are a group of concerned citizens who decided to incorporate into an official organization with a governing board in 2008. Since that time, they have successfully championed water safety and anti-pollution problems confronting the river systems of Columbia. They have researched pollution sources for our river systems and taken offenders to court. The River Keepers have had multiple successes in getting offenders to clean up pollution problems and/or remove the sources of their pollution. Currently, Mr. Stangler states that River Keepers are requesting support from City Council to increase the required buffer zones to 100’ between developments and the banks of rivers. 
The River Keepers are a non-profit organization and gladly accept donations of volunteer service for river clean-ups, political support in enforcement of environmental laws and financial support to pay for work done to keep the rivers clean and safe for all water enthusiasts.  You can contact them at www.congareeriverkeeper.org


Old Business
1.Members of the CCN executive council reminded neighbors that everyone is invited to apply for the $200 CCN grant. You can apply on line by completing the application on the ccnsc.org website and upload pictures and copies of receipts. The deadline for applying is May 31.
2. CCN has submitted a budget request to the City for funding of operational monies for the 2026-2027 fiscal year. We are waiting to see if we receive funding.

New Business
1. Executive Board wished to inform neighborhood organizations that they will be visiting *neighborhood meetings to introduce neighborhoods to CCN and ask for suggestions to help improve the quality of CCN’s services.

Announcements and Concerns of Neighborhoods
1. Sherwood Forest has applied to have their neighborhood become a certified Wildlife Habitat. Neighbors are putting up bird feeders, planting sustainable plants to provide surrounding wildlife with food and finding ways to stop the process of habitat loss. Any individual or neighborhood can become a certified Wildlife Habitat by contacting the National Wildlife Federation.
2. Galaxy neighborhood conducted a Meet and Greet celebration where they invited police officers who work with the city-wide Fan for the Elderly program. Galaxy presented the Fan for the Elderly program with 29 window fans to be distributed to the elderly who have few options for cooling their homes during the summer heat.
3. CCN announced the planning for its 50th anniversary in 2027. Neighbors interested in helping plan this celebration are asked to sign up at any CCN meeting.
4. The June CCN monthly meeting will be held at the Busby Street Community Center on June 18, 2026
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