                                                   [image: ]
                                                           ccnsc.org.
                                           Thursday, March 19, 2026 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00pm by the President, Kay Patterson. The CCN officers were introduced. The President then introduced our first speaker for the evening.
Speakers

Mr. David Hatcher, Director of City of Columbia Code Enforcement Office
Mr. Hatcher advised neighbors that his department manages all property‑related concerns, including yard and street regulation enforcement, oversight of long‑ and short‑term rental compliance, and authorized demolition activities. He noted continued staffing shortages that affect operations across the city.
He provided an update on short‑term rental regulations, explaining that such rentals are prohibited in residential areas unless the property owner holds a valid license under a “grandfather” provision. He also shared that Code Enforcement is expanding its use of technology, including cameras mounted on service vehicles, to identify violations more efficiently. Mr. Hatcher concluded by answering audience questions and encouraged residents to contact his office with future concerns at 803‑545‑3430.

Mr. Sam Johnson, City of Columbia Councilman-at-Large
Councilman Johnson thanked residents for their civic engagement and reminded everyone to vote in the June primaries and November elections. He emphasized community cooperation in addressing litter issues citywide and proposed neighborhood projects employing local youth to assist in cleanup efforts while providing job opportunities.
He also invited participation in city events, including the Easter Egg Roll at Finley Park (details in the City Weekly and on the City’s Facebook page), and encouraged attendance at the Public Engagement Session for the Congaree Riverfront District Project on Wednesday, April 1, from 4:00–6:00 p.m. at The Halls at Senate’s End, 316 Senate Street. Councilman Johnson concluded by responding to audience questions.

Dr. Brenda Bernardin Director of Fast Forward (www.columbiasharenet.org)
Dr. Bernardin explained that her organization is a public service organization that serves veterans and local citizens in a variety of ways. They help veterans in searching for housing, and wrap around services. They also assist veterans and other citizens by teaching them how to use the Fast Forward website to find answers to many questions, learn and improve computer usage skills and become more familiar with the geography, services and cultural opportunities in Columbia. She encouraged neighbors to take advantage of the classes they provide monthly at the Busby Center, 1735 Busby St.  and to visit their website.

Approval of Minutes
Minutes of the February19 meeting were not available for distribution but are on the website.

Treasurer Report
The treasurer’s report was presented. The treasurer announced that Columbia Council of Neighborhoods was initiating a grant opportunity for CCN members.
A reimbursement grant, up to $200, for neighborhoods that are members of CCN with funding that covers non-food/drink related costs associated with a neighborhood activity. Examples of reimbursable expenses include those associated with a newsletter, website development, neighborhood gathering, barricade fees, clean-up, planting, etc. A reimbursement grant, similar to the Member Incentive Program, up to $100, is eligible for neighborhoods that are not currently members of CCN. Neighborhoods must join CCN concurrently with submission of their grant application.
Applicants must complete an application form for an event that has occurred since July 1, 2025, and submit by email to: info@ccnsc.org no later than May 30, 2026.
The CCN Executive Committee will review and prioritize awards for presentation at the June, 2026 meeting of CCN. A representative of the neighborhood must attend the June meeting in order to receive the award.
Neighborhoods that received a CCN incentive award in the past two years are not eligible to apply.

Neighborhood Announcements
1. Steven our new City of Columbia Media Assistant spoke to neighbors and advised us to utilize his services whenever needed.
2. Gwen Singletary from Wiley-Kennedy Foundation announced a Food Share free food give away that the Foundation was sponsoring on March 27 at the Wiley-Kennedy Life Center 1037 Eastman St.
3. Richland County Neighborhood Improvement Program is inviting all interested neighbors to join them in their monthly meeting, Thursday March 26 at 2020 Hampton St.  The speaker, Ms. Rebecca Finegan will talk about ways to make your home safer.
4. Charmaine Clark announced that Community Development was inviting all neighborhoods to their Block Party on April 10, from 11:30-2:30 at Finlay Park, 930 Laurel St.
5. Neighbors were reminded that they still had time to apply for the AARP grant that was talked about in the February meeting.
6. Mr. Jamie Devine addressed the audience to announce his candidacy for the County Council seat opened by the upcoming retirement of Mr. Paul Livingston. 
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