Columbia Council of Neighborhoods
General Membership Meeting
January 22, 2026 – 6pm    Harbison Community Center

President Kay Patterson was ill. Adam Nagler presided and opened the meeting at 6:15pm. Twenty-one guests were present along with Executive Council members Kenneth Tolson, Pat Brown, John Baynes and Lynn Shirley.

The minutes from the Oct. 2025 meeting were accepted without corrections. 

The financial report was shared. It indicated a 2025 closing balance of $20,609.80.

Cindy Wren, our host from the Harbison Community Center was introduced.

Three guest speakers were on the agenda. 

Dr. Todd Walker, Richland 1 Superintendent since July 2025, shared his philosophy of creating a successful educational environment. Highlights centered on preparing a roadmap for success and goals for Richland 1 that would include:  knowing a baseline as to where you are as a organization, evaluating connectiveness, becoming a ‘preferred option’ for accelerated learners and leading with clarity, coherence and competence. 

Ms. Lynn Yenkey from the USC Heyward Belser Arboretum and the SC Native Plant Society shared information about the Arboretum located in the the eastern part of the city. Included in her presentation were its hours (Wed. and Sat. 9-noon and Thurs 3-5pm), some features of the property and type of ways folks can become involved. 

Mr. Humphrey Obuobi from Change.org shared his group’s involvement with the City on a initiative to find out what Columbia residents care about and areas they would like to see improvements in. A data collection phase is ending in early February. Results will be shared with City officials. A public report will be afterwards with action items included.

The next newsletter (on our quarterly cycle) will be in February. 

Mr. Rodney Tucker of Richland Co. Community Development Office spoke on resources available through the Office of Safety Engagement. Mr. Trevon Fordham, director of the Office of Neighborhood Safety and  Engagement, also spoke about their resources available.

Ms. Brenda McGriff from the Piney Grove/Piney Woods neighborhoods shared information about an upcoming Black History event at the Rosenwald School and an event for high school seniors promoting college loans and scholarships information. 

The next meeting of CCN will be at Edisto Park (1914 Wiley St. 29205) on February 19, 2026.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:20pm. 

Recorded by Lynn Shirley, assistant secretary
