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                                         CCN Meeting February 19, 2026

CCN Officers Present: Kay Patterson, Adam Nagler, Kenneth Tolson, Pat Brown, Lynn Shirley, John Baynes
           
 The CCN meeting was called to order by the president, Kay Patterson. The President welcomed all members and guests and thanked the Edisto Park and community for hosting us.

Speakers
Ms. Charmaine S. Fuller Cooper, AARP State Director
Ms. Cooper talked to us about some of the services that AARP furnishes to it members and encouraged those citizens 50 and older to join the membership ranks. She briefly discussed the price increases proposed by Dominion Energy and the possible effects on seniors. She informed us that current statistics show that the average household monthly bill would increase by $20.  She suggested that all of us attend the price increase meetings and express our opinions and concerns. Ms. Cooper also discussed some of the more prevalent scams that are targeting seniors and other unsuspecting people in our communities.
Major Chris White, City of Columbia Police Department
Major White shared that the Police Department is not only concerned about phone and computer scams targeting citizens but Crypto and digital currency scams are becoming prevalent and costing financial institutions considerable looses as they refund scams situation that can be legally reimbursed. Major White shared that many of the scams reported cannot be legally reimbursed and the victims lose all the money invested in the scam transactions. Major White warned citizens not to give out personal identifying information unless you are positive that you are interacting with a legitimate entity.
Announcements
1. There was no written Treasurer’s report available due to a delivery mix-up. The treasurer, John Baynes gave an oral report which was accepted by the group.
2. Kenneth Tolson, Vice President, appealed to the audience to sign up for CCN committees. Committee work needs to begin and we need willing volunteers. Mr. Tolson needs volunteers for the By-laws Committee, and the Social Committee. He reminded us that CCN would be 50 years old in 2027 and a committee is needed to plan for that celebration. Please see Mr. Tolson if you are willing to serve on a committee. You can also send him an email at info@ccnsc.org .
3. Neighborhood officers are asked to attend CCN meetings. We are asking officers to ask their members to attend CCN meetings also.
4. The President-elect, Adam Nagler reminded the membership that our meeting dates have changed from the 4th Thursday of each month to the 3rd Thursday of each month. This change has taken place due to Strategic Planning committee requests, membership discussion and a voting survey by neighborhood presidents. This will allow CCN and RCNC (Richland County Neighborhood Council) to more effectively share information and memberships.
5. CCN is asking officers to please report any officer membership changes to the secretary, Pat Brown or send in that information using info@ccnsc.org
6. Morgan Shadd, CCN Media Assistant, asked members to please send her pictures with captions concerning neighborhood activities. She says she is looking for neighborhood stories that tell about your neighborhood activities and projects that make a difference in your community. She is also interested in having pictures and stories about how the City of Columbia is helping you to improve your neighborhood. She can be reached at info@ccnsc.org.
7. The next CCN meeting will be at Earlwood Park on Thursday, March 19.  
8. Seminary Ridge is inviting all interested people to attend a meeting their neighborhood scheduled to share ideas and to obtain ideas and information concerning what will happen to the 17-acre tract of land formerly owned by the Lutheran Seminary on North Main St. The neighborhood is concerned about who will buy the property and the use of the property. The meeting will be held at the Lutheran Seminary Educational Building on Wildewood Ave. Doors open at 6:15 for the 6:30 meeting.
9. Carol Lee Decker from the Vista neighborhood is inviting everyone to come out and enjoy the beautiful park and the jazz concerts at Finley Park.
10. The Gervais area toward USC campus is getting ready to be developed as a riverfront park which will contain hotels areas, apartments and townhouses.
11. Mary Williams-Parker is concerned that her neighborhood, Lyon Street, does not seem to be experiencing growth and development. She is concerned and wants advice and help to ensure that her neighborhood experiences some of the growth and development of the area.
12. Cottontown is inviting everyone to their Saturday, March 7th annual Art Crawl.
13. AARP is sponsoring a community challenge grant for $800. Applications are available. Your project must be a “shovel ready” fast action community project.
14. A neighborhood with a large student population is complaining about the lack of parking due to multiple students in a household. They want to know what can be done to help them solve this problem which plagues many neighborhoods. The President-elect committed to getting a speaker who can help answer those questions and provide ideas for solutions.
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